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Public Notice of Pending Ordinance 26-16 

 
The ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed upon first reading at a meeting of 

the Governing Body of the Borough of Matawan, in the County of Monmouth, State of New 

Jersey, on September 15, 2026.  It will be further considered for final passage, after public 

hearing thereon, at a meeting of the Governing Body to be held at the Borough of Matawan, 

Matawan Municipal Community Center, 201 Broad Street, Matawan, New Jersey 07747 on 

October 6, 2026 at 7:00 o’clock PM.  During the week prior to and up to and including the date 

of such meeting, copies of the full ordinance will be available at no cost and during regular 

business hours at the Clerk’s Office for the members of the general public who shall request the 

same or on the Borough of Matawan website at: 
https://www.matawanborough.com/matawan/Legal%20Advertising/Current%20Legal%20Advertising. 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to P.L. 2025, c.72, the complete text of each legal 

notice of the Borough of Matawan, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, including the 

Boards, Commissions and the like, may be obtained or viewed by the public on our official 

Internet Website:  

https://www.matawanborough.com/matawan/Legal%20Advertising/Current%20Legal%20Adver

tising. 

 

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that New Jersey Secretary of State legal notice webpage of each 

public entity is www.nj.gov/state/statewide-legal-notices-list.shtml. 

 

Karen Wynne, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 
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ORDINANCE 26-16 

 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF MATAWAN 

 

CHAPTER 4 – LICENSING AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS 

CHAPTER 34 – DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

 
 

WHEREAS, in November 2020, New Jersey voters approved Public Question No. 1, which 

amended the New Jersey Constitution to legalize a controlled form of marijuana called “cannabis” for 

adults at least 21 years of age; and  

 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2021, the State of New Jersey enacted the Cannabis Regulatory, 

Enforcement Assistance, and Marketplace Modernization Act (the “Act”), which legalizes the 

recreational use of cannabis by adults 21 years of age or older, and establishes a regulatory and licensing 

scheme for commercial cannabis operations, use and possession; and 

 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 21-13 adopted August 4, 2021, and by Ordinance No. 22-06 

adopted June 9, 2022, the Borough of Matawan (the “Borough”) permitted and established land use 

regulations, municipal licensing, and endorsement criteria for regulated cannabis businesses within the 

Borough in accordance with the Act; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 31 of the Act, following a five-year period after the initial 

adoption of cannabis regulations, a municipality shall again have 180 days to adopt an ordinance 

regulating or prohibiting cannabis businesses, provided that any such ordinance is prospective only and 

does not apply to any cannabis business already operating within the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, five years have elapsed since the initial adoption of cannabis regulations by the 

Borough on August 4, 2021, which initial regulations do not include any limits on the number of cannabis 

retailers within the Borough; and  

 

WHEREAS, there are presently three (3) cannabis retailers approved and licensed within the 

Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council find it to be in the best interests of the general welfare of the 

Borough and its citizens to revise and update the Borough’s cannabis regulations. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Matawan, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 4: “Licensing and Business 

Regulations” of the Borough’s Revised General Ordinances is hereby amended as follows (stricken text 

deleted; underlined text added):  

  



CHAPTER 4 

LICENSING AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS 

 

* * * 

 

4-16 CANNABIS LICENSING. 

a. Each application shall be submitted, in writing, to the office of the Clerk of the Borough of 

Matawan. Each Application for a license shall include a retail cannabis endorsement application 

scoring matrix attached herewith to this section as Exhibit A;[1] which shall be adopted by the 

Council and be part of every application for a cannabis license application requested by any 

person or entity. Said Exhibit A shall be submitted by all applicants as part of the licensing 

review application process. Failure to submit the Exhibit A shall constitute a material defect in 

any submitted application. 

 

b. The Borough Clerk shall publish a retail cannabis endorsement application that shall be adopted 

by resolution upon the passage of this section. The application shall accompany any request for 

the issuance of a cannabis license in the Borough of Matawan. 

 

c. The application fee payable to the Borough of Matawan for a cannabis license under this section 

shall be a nonrefundable fee of $2,000 to be submitted by bank check or certified check upon 

submission of the application. In addition to the non-refundable application fee, each applicant 

shall submit a registration fee to the Borough of Matawan at the time of application in the amount 

of $10,000. The registration fee of $10,000 shall be refunded to the applicant should the applicant 

be unsuccessful in obtaining a state or other administrative license for the business in the 

Borough of Matawan. 

 

d. The license of any approved cannabis business must be renewed yearly. All cannabis licenses 

shall be subject to a renewal fee of $2,500 due on December 31 of every year at midnight. The 

termination of license as a result of nonpayment of renewal fees shall be subject to the provision 

of Chapter 4, § 4-1, General Provisions, et seq. 

 

e. No more than three (3) cannabis retailers, as defined in Chapter 34, shall be permitted to 

simultaneously operate within the Borough.  The Borough shall not issue more than three (3) 

licenses for cannabis retailers to operate within the Borough at any given time. 

  

https://ecode360.com/39401937?highlight=cannabis&searchId=9908477995859319#ft39401938-1


BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan, County 

of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 34: “Development Regulations” of the Borough’s 

Revised General Ordinances is hereby amended as follows (stricken text deleted; underlined text added):  

 

CHAPTER 34 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

 

* * * 

 

34-111 CANNABIS BUSINESSES. 

Cannabis businesses shall be permitted, pursuant to this chapter, only if the following requirements are 

complied with: 

 

a. The regulations of this section are subject to the enabling authority of the State of New Jersey and 

are subject to compliance with all statutes and/or regulations adopted by the State of New Jersey 

or its instrumentalities. If any provision of this section is inconsistent with the statutes and/or 

regulations of the State of New Jersey, the state statutes and/or regulations shall prevail. 

 

b. Prior to the operation of any cannabis business, a permit or license must be obtained from the 

State of New Jersey and from the Borough of Matawan for the applicable type(s) 

of cannabis business. No cannabis business shall be permitted to operate without state and 

Borough permits or licenses. 

 

c. Permitted uses shall, at all times, comply with the terms and conditions of the 

licensee’s cannabis business license for permits or licenses issued by the State of New Jersey and 

the Borough. 

 

d. No cannabis business shall be allowed as a home profession as defined in Borough Code of 

Matawan in any of the Zoning Districts of the Borough. 

 

e. No cannabis business shall be housed in a vehicle or any movable or mobile structure. 

 

f. Cannabis businesses shall have equipment to mitigate odor. The cannabis business shall be 

equipped with a ventilation system with carbon filters sufficient in type and capacity to 

mitigate cannabis odors emanating from the interior of the premises. 

 

g. Outside generators and other mechanical equipment used for any kind of power supply, cooling, 

or ventilation shall be enclosed and have appropriate baffles, mufflers, and/or other noise 

reduction systems to mitigate noise pollution. 

 

h. All cannabis businesses shall be secured in accordance with State of New Jersey statutes and 

regulations; shall have a round-the-clock video surveillance system, 365 days a year; and shall 

have trained security personnel on site at all times during operating hours when deemed necessary 

by the Matawan Police Department. 

 

i. All cannabis businesses shall provide the Matawan Police Department with access to security 

footage immediately upon request by the Borough. 

 

j. Cannabis business signage shall not contain text and/or image intended to promote excessive 

consumption of legal cannabis products. The signage shall not have the words “Weed” or 



“Marijuana,” or depict marijuana or cannabis plants, or contain graphics indicating such images 

or wording. 

 

k. The applicant shall submit a written report setting forth the full particulars of the proposed use, 

including hours of operation, anticipated customer volume, parking facilities necessary to service 

such customer volume and measures to be taken to avoid nuisance effects upon adjacent and 

nearby residential areas. 

 

l. Cannabis businesses shall be prohibited in any area in which, under state or federal law, 

any cannabis business would be prohibited from operating based upon its proximity to a school, 

park, housing authority property, public or private youth center, or swimming pool. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, any Ordinances or portions thereof which are inconsistent with 

the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistencies only. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any provisions of this Ordinance, or the application of such 

provision to any person or circumstance is declared invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other 

provisions or applications of this Ordinance, which can be given effect, and to this end, the provisions of 

this Ordinance are declared to be severable. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon following 

the passage, adoption and publication pursuant to New Jersey State law. 
 

 


