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Borough of Matawan 

Public Session 

July 6, 2023 

 

 

 

  

regular meeting of the Council of the Borough of Matawan, New Jersey, was held at the Matawan 

Municipal Community Center, 201 Broad Street, Matawan, New Jersey on July 6, 2023, with Mayor 

Joseph Altomonte presiding.  Pursuant to Section 5 of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice 

of this meeting has been provided by publishing notification in the Asbury Park Press on January 6, 

2023, by sending notice to the Star Ledger, and by posting.  A copy of said notice is and has been 

made available to the public and is on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk.  A copy of said notice 

has also been sent to such members of the public as have requested such information in accordance 

with the Statute.  Mayor Altomonte called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM, requesting a roll call. 

 

On roll call the following members responded present: 

 

Yes:  Councilwoman Deana Gunn  

  Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brian Livesey via Telephone 

Councilman Charles Ross 

 

Absent: Councilman Steven Russell 

Councilwoman Melanie S. Wang 

 

Also present were Ryan L. Michelson, Borough Administrator, Pasquale Menna, Esq., Borough 

Attorney and Connor Schmeigel of The Aubrey Group, the Grant Writer for the Borough of 

Matawan. 

 

Mayor Altomonte asked everyone to stand for a Salute to the Flag. 

 

Mayor Altomonte asked everyone to stand for a Moment of Silence asking everyone to keep in their 

thoughts the family of our CFO Nicole Horvath Schneeberger whose father, Jeffrey Horvath, passed 

last week, as well as the two Newark Firefighters who perished in a ship fire last night. 

 

Mayor Altomonte announced the addition of Resolution 23-07-05 to tonight’s Agenda. 

 

 

Public Hearing for 2024 Monmouth County 

Community Development Block Grant Application 

 

The project scope/concept map and budget were presented and made available to the public. 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to open the Public Hearing for the 2024 Monmouth County 

Community Development Block Grant Application.  Councilwoman Deana Gunn made the motion, 

seconded by Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed.   

 

There were no comments. 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Councilman Charles Ross made a 

motion, seconded by Councilwoman Deana Gunn.  Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 

 

Public Hearing for 2024 Monmouth County  

Municipal Park Improvement Grant Application 

 

The project scope/concept map and budget were presented and made available to the public. 

 

Mayor Altomonte opened the Public Hearing for 2024 Monmouth County Municipal Park 

Improvement Grant Application for public comment.  Councilwoman Deana Gunn made the motion, 

seconded by Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed.   

 

 

A 
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There were no comments. 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Councilwoman Deana Gunn made 

a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 

Yes:  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 

  Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

  Councilman Brian Livesey 

  Councilman Charles Ross 

 

Absent: Councilman Steven Russell 

  Councilwoman Melanie Wang 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Privilege of the Floor for Agenda Items Only  

 

Mayor Altomonte opened the Privilege of the Floor for Agenda Items Only. 

 

There were no comments. 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the Privilege of the Floor for Agenda Items Only.  

Councilwoman Gunn made the motion Councilman Ross. Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

Councilwoman Gunn requested Council hold Ordinance 23-12 to later in the meeting as 

Councilwoman Wang is expected momentarily.  Mr. Menna announced the meeting will proceed and 

will re-visit Ordinance 23-12. 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Ordinance 23-13:  Amending Ordinance 22-17:  An Ordinance to Fix 

and Determine the Salaries and Wages of Officers, Management, Supervisory Personnel and General 

Employees Not Represented by an Organized Bargaining Unit and Employed by the Borough of 

Matawan, Monmouth County, NJ – Borough Clerk and Elections Clerk.  Mayor Altomonte requested 

a motion to open the public hearing.  Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, seconded by 

Councilman Ross.  Council agreed.  Motion passed.  Mayor Altomonte requested comments.  There 

were no comments.  Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the public hearing.  Councilman 

Ross made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed.  Mayor 

Altomonte read by title Ordinance 23-13:  Amending Ordinance 22-17:  An Ordinance to Fix and 

Determine the Salaries and Wages of Officers, Management, Supervisory Personnel and General 

Employees Not Represented by an Organized Bargaining Unit and Employed by the Borough of 

Matawan, Monmouth County, NJ – Borough Clerk and Elections Clerk requesting a motion to adopt.  

Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Mayor Altomonte 

requested a roll call.  A roll call vote was taken. 

 

Yes:  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brian Livesey 

Councilman Charles Ross 

 

Motion passed. 

 
ORDINANCE 23-13  

AMENDING ORDINANCE 22-17 
AN ORDINANCE TO FIX AND DETERMINE THE SALARIES AND WAGES OF OFFICERS, 

MANAGEMENT, SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL AND GENERAL EMPLOYEES NOT 
REPRESENTED BY AN ORGANIZED BARGAINING UNIT AND EMPLOYED BY THE 

BOROUGH OF MATAWAN, MONMOUTH COUNTY, NJ 
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BOROUGH CLERK 
ELECTIONS CLERK 

 

Be it ordained by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan, in the County of Monmouth, NJ as follows; 
 
Section 1. The annual salaries or compensations of the officers, management, supervisory personnel and general 
employees of the Borough of Matawan not covered by any organized bargaining unit, effective upon final passage and 
publication as provided by law, shall be as follows: 

PAYMENT  RANGE 
DEPARTMENT/TITLE STATUS CATEGORY FROM            TO 
 
Administrative & Executive 
Borough Clerk Full Time Annual $40,000.00 $85,000.00 
Elections Clerk Full Time Annual  $2,000.00  $6,000.00 
 
Section 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance shall be and the same 
are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 3. If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such 
adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision clause or provision so adjudged and the remainder of 
the ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 
 
Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as provided by law. 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolutions 23-07-01 through and including 23-07-03, requesting a 

motion to approve en masse. Councilwoman Gunn motion, seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  

Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 
BOROUGH OF MATAWAN 

RESOLUTION 23-07-01 

 

Resolution: Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract With the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the Edgewater Drive Roadway Improvements Project 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Council of the Borough of Matawan formally approves the 

grant application for the above stated project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application, identified as MA-2024-Edgewater Drive Roadway Improvements to the New Jersey Department of 

Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Matawan.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Matawan, and their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant 

agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

 

Certified as a true copy of the Resolution, adopted by the Council of the Borough of Matawan on this 6th day of July, 

2023. 

 

(Signature on File) 

___________________________________ 

Karen Wynne, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

 

My signature and the Clerk’s seal serve to acknowledge the above resolution and constitute acceptance of the terms and 

conditions of the grant agreement and approve the execution of the grant agreement as authorized by the resolution 

above. 

 

 

ATTEST and AFFIX SEAL 

 

(Signature on File)     (Signature on File) 

__________________________          _________________________ 

Karen Wynne, RMC      Mayor Joseph Altomonte  

(Municipal Clerk)     (Presiding Officer) 
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RESOLUTION 23-07-02 

AUTHORIZING THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF MATAWAN AND THE 

 INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS (IBEW) 

 

January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2026 

 

  WHEREAS, the Borough of Matawan and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) have 

completed negotiations toward the finalization of a new contract; and, 

 

WHEREAS, both parties have reached an agreement for a four (4) year Agreement commencing January 1, 

2023 and ending on December 31, 2026. 

 

 WHEREAS, the financial resources are available to implement the terms of the proposed negotiated agreement. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Matawan that it hereby accepts 

the terms and conditions of the attached Agreement between the Borough of Matawan and the International Brotherhood 

Of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 400, and that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized as signatory on behalf of the 

Borough of Matawan. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the following 

Borough of Matawan Departments:  Clerk, Finance, Payroll as well as Matawan IBEW Local 400. 
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RESOLUTION 23-07-03 

AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF PART-TIME HOURLY SUBSTITUTE SEASONAL PERSONNEL 

2023 SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM 

COUNSELORS 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has been advised that there is a need part-time hourly substitute seasonal personnel for 

the Summer Recreation Program for the year 2023 within the Borough of Matawan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Daria Dieterle, Recreation Director, has recommended to Council the hiring of the following at a 

rate of $13.00 per hour on a rotating, as-needed basis, for the Summer Recreation Program for the year 2023 within the 

Borough of Matawan: 
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Riley Aversa 

Eva Marie Barreto 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Matawan, based upon the 

recommendation of Daria Dieterle, hereby authorizes the hiring of part-time hourly substitute seasonal personnel at a 

rate of $13.00 per hour for the 2023 Summer Recreation Program effective immediately.   

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the following 

Borough of Matawan Departments:  Clerk, Finance, Payroll and Recreation.    

 

Councilwoman Gunn noted with Councilman Livesey present via telephone, Council may consider 

Ordinance 23-12. 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Ordinance 23-12:  Bond Ordinance Providing for Various Park 

Improvements by the Borough of Matawan, Appropriating $568,000 Therefor, Including Two Grants 

in the Aggregate Amount of $171,000 Expected to be Received, and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$397,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough to Finance Part of the Cost Thereof.  Mayor Altomonte 

requested a motion to open the public hearing.  Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, seconded by 

Councilwoman Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed.   

 

Councilwoman Gunn announced the purpose of the Ordinance is for various park improvements:  

Clinton Street Park parking lot improvements and access to the Henry Hudson Trail; and Jackson 

‘Penniplede’ Park improvements including the basketball court as well as access to the Park from 

Main and Jackson Streets.  

 

Mayor Altomonte requested comments.  There were no comments.  Mayor Altomonte requested a 

motion to close the public hearing.  Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, seconded by 

Councilwoman Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed.  Mayor Altomonte read by title Ordinance 

23-13:  Amending Ordinance 22-17:  An Ordinance to Fix and Determine the Salaries and Wages of 

Officers, Management, Supervisory Personnel and General Employees Not Represented by an 

Organized Bargaining Unit and Employed by the Borough of Matawan, Monmouth County, NJ – 

Borough Clerk and Elections Clerk requesting a motion to adopt.  Councilwoman Gunn made the 

motion, seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Mayor Altomonte requested a roll call.  A roll call vote 

was taken. 

 

Yes:  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brian Livesey 

Councilman Charles Ross 

 

Motion passed. 
ORDINANCE 23-12 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS PARK IMPROVEMENTS BY THE 

BOROUGH OF MATAWAN, APPROPRIATING $568,000 THEREFOR, INCLUDING TWO 

GRANTS IN THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF $171,000 EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED, AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $397,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO 

FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF MATAWAN (not less than 

two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1. The improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is hereby 

authorized to be undertaken by the Borough of Matawan, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey (the 

“Borough”) as a general improvement.  For the improvements or purposes described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance, 

there is hereby appropriated the sum of $568,000, including a grant expected to be received from the County of 

Monmouth in the amount of $97,000, and a grant expected to be received from the State of New Jersey Department of 

Community Affairs in the sum of $74,000.  No downpayment is required pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11.  

 

 Section 2. In order to finance the cost of the improvement or purpose not covered by the application of 

the down payment, negotiable bonds are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $397,000 pursuant to 

the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of bonds, negotiable bond anticipation notes are hereby authorized 

to be issued pursuant to and within the limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 
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 Section 3. The improvements or purposes hereby authorized for which bonds or notes are to be issued, 

the estimated cost of each improvement or purpose and the appropriation therefor, the estimated maximum amount of 

bonds or notes to be issued for each improvement or purpose, and the period of usefulness of each improvement or 

purpose are as follows: 

 

 (a) Park improvements for Clinton Street Park, including but not limited to, parking lot improvements, 

sidewalk improvements, ADA compliance improvements, and all work and materials necessary therefor or incidental 

thereto. 

  

 

APPROPRIATION 

BOND  

AUTHORIZATION 

PERIOD OF 

USEFULNESS 

   

$240,500 (including an Open 

Space Grant in the amount of 

$97,000 expected to be received 

from the County of Monmouth 

 

$143,500 15 years 

 (b)  Park improvements for Joseph Penniplede Park, including but not limited to, basketball court 

improvements, sidewalk improvements, and all work and materials necessary therefor or incidental thereto. 

 

 

APPROPRIATION 

BOND 

AUTHORIZATION 

PERIOD OF 

USEFULNESS 

 

$327,500 (including a grant 

expected to be received from the 

State Department of Community 

Affairs n in the amount of $74,000 

 

$253,500 

 

15 years 

 

TOTAL 

APPROPRIATION 

TOTAL BOND 

AUTHORIZATION 

AVERAGE PERIOD  

OF USEFULNESS 

   

$568,000 $397,000 15 years 

 

 Section 4. All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined 

by the Chief Financial Officer; provided that no bond anticipation note shall mature later than one year from its date.  

The bond anticipation notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the 

Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in connection with the bond anticipation 

notes issued pursuant to this bond ordinance, and the Chief Financial Officer’s signature upon the bond anticipation 

notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder may be 

renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby 

authorized to sell a part, or all, of the bond anticipation notes from time to time at public or private sale, and to deliver 

them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest, if any, from their 

dates to the dates of delivery thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the governing body at 

the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale of bond anticipation notes issued pursuant to this bond ordinance is 

made.  Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the bond 

anticipation notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

 

 Section 5. The capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 

bond ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.   

 

 Section 6. The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

 

 (a) The improvement or purpose described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is not a current expense.  It 

is an improvement or purpose that the Borough may lawfully undertake as a general improvement, and no part of the cost 

thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on property specially benefited thereby. 

 (b) The period of usefulness of the improvement or purpose described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance, 

computed on the basis of the amount of obligations authorized for the improvement or purpose and the reasonable life 

thereof within the limitations of the Local Bond Law, is 15 years. 

 (c) An aggregate amount not exceeding $100,000 for items of expense listed in and permitted under 

N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 is included in the estimated cost of the improvement or purpose set forth in Section 3 of this bond 

ordinance. 

 (d) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been duly prepared and filed in 

the office of the Clerk, and submitted to the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the 

Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the Borough is 

increased by $397,000 (the amount of the authorization of the obligations provided for in this bond ordinance).  The 

obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

 

 Section 7.   The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the 

principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  The obligations shall be direct, 
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unlimited obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall be obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable 

real property within the Borough for the payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or 

amount. 

 

 Section 8. This bond ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation 

Section 1.150-2. The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the improvements described in 

Section 3 hereof prior to the date that the Borough incurs debt obligations under this bond ordinance. The Borough 

reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Borough under this 

Bond Ordinance. The maximum principal amount of expected to be issued for payment of the costs of the Improvements is 

$397,000. 

 

 Section 9. This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof after final 

adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

 

New Business 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolution 23-07-04:  Payment of Bills.  Mayor Altomonte requested 

a voice vote.  Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Council 

agreed.  Motion passed. 

 
RESOLUTION 23-07-04 

PAYMENT OF BILLS  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan, New Jersey. That the following 

numbered vouchers be paid to the persons therein respectively and hereinafter named, for the amounts set opposite their 

respective names, and endorsed and approved on said vouchers and that warrants be issued therefore, directed to the 

Borough Collector signed by the Mayor and attested by the Borough Clerk as required by law. 

 

Current $2,311,869.69 

Water/Sewer $131,312.73 

Borough Capital $859.00 

Grant $877.15 

Borough Trust $17,625.03 

Developers Escrow Account $525.75 

Recreation Trust $5,750.00 

 

Total $2,468,819.85 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the following 

Borough of Matawan Departments:  Finance. 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolution 23-07-05:  Approval of Extended Sick Leave Request – 

Elex Judson.  Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, seconded by Councilman Ross.  Mayor 

Altomonte requested a voice vote.  Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 
RESOLUTION 23-07-05 

APPROVAL OF EXTENDED SICK LEAVE REQUEST 

ELEX JUDSON 

 

 WHEREAS, Elex Judson, Custodian for the Borough of Matawan; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, according to the Code for the Borough of Matawan, Chapter 9, Section 9-4.5 Extended Leave, “If 

the employee has served for more than ten (10) years, he/she shall be entitled to a leave of absence with full pay for 

twenty-six (26) weeks, plus an additional thirteen (13) weeks at half pay after using thirty (30) days of sick leave”; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, Elex Judson was hired as a Full-Time Custodian effective February 15, 2000; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Elex Judson formally requested the Mayor and Council approve a request for extended sick leave 

pursuant to the provisions of the Code of the Borough of Matawan beginning on July 10, 2023; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has reviewed the extended sick leave request and the certification 

submitted by the employee; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the employee to approve the extended sick leave request.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan that the 

employee’s extended sick leave request is granted pursuant to the Code for the Borough of Matawan, Chapter 9, Section 
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9-4.5 Extended Leave, and said request for a leave with full pay for twenty-six (26) weeks is herewith granted subject to 

an additional thirteen (13) weeks of leave of absence at half pay after using thirty (30) days of sick leave as the employee 

has more than ten (10) years with the Borough of Matawan. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the period for the leave commences on July 10, 2023, which date is 30 

days after the exhaustion of the 30 days of sick leave permitted under the contract. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the following 

Borough of Matawan Departments:  Administration, Clerk, Finance, Payroll as well as Elex Judson. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 
 

Mayor Altomonte opened the Privilege of the Floor. 

 

Richard Silvers, Euclid Ave, Aberdeen.  Mr. Silvers related his lifelong residency in Aberdeen and 

Matawan.  He offered suggestions on the cleaning and maintenance of Lake Lefferts as well as 

options to increase the fish population in Lake Matawan.  Mr. Silvers has attempted to contact 

someone at the Department of Environmental Protection but to no avail.  The Governing Body 

thanked Mr. Silvers for suggestions.  Mr. Menna offered the Borough Administrator to provide 

Department of Environmental Protection Freshwater and Wetlands contact information. 

 

Brianna Countryman, 8 Wyckoff Street, Matawan.  Ms. Countryman expressed concern on the newly 

installed Lake Lefferts fountain citing the lighting and noise from the fountain, and the water on her 

decking.  She was dissatisfied with the lack of notice to residents on the purchase and June 20 

installation.  Mr. Michelson did come onto Ms. Countryman’s deck on June 20 to view her concerns.  

Ms. Countryman cited the manner in which some lakefront residents but not others were consulted in 

an unofficial manner by an elected official’s spouse.  Your residents have not been shown data on the 

environmental effectiveness of the addition of this fountain, leading her to believe this is a vanity 

project done in an election year to be installed for the Fourth of July fireworks.  How was this funded 

and done so quickly?   

 

Councilwoman Buckel informed her husband, Guy, had friends with lakefront property and he asked 

their opinion on a fountain.  We do not have to go to every resident in Matawan to what they thought 

as the lake belongs to all Matawan residents.  Ms. Countryman replied, two of the five lakefront 

residents were consulted.  Councilwoman Buckel added, the conversations were between two friends 

and not on behalf of the Council.  Councilman Ross asked Ms. Countryman if the issue was the 

noise?  Ms. Countryman said, it is two-fold:  The first issue is how quickly this was done without 

notice, and second, the noise.  Ms. Countryman asked if the fountain can be moved to avoid affecting 

any properties. 

 

Mr. Michelson thanked Ms. Countryman for her advocacy and passion for the lake.  Though he is a 

new addition to the community he recognizes its great value and beauty.  To that end, it is the desire 

and mission of the Council and the Borough to continue to preserve the beauty of the lake and to 

provide resources that not only continue but also enhance the lake.  The fountain also serves as an 

aerator.  There is scientific evidence and support that shows that aerators have a benefit to ecosystems 

of lakes.  It is prudent to spend the dollars to prevent than to address a significant concern that closes 

a lake.   

 

Ms. Countryman said over the years there have been various concerns with Lake Lefferts.  At one 

time the Lake and the shoreline had been chemically sprayed to address lake vegetation.  We were 

asked for transparency then and received nothing.  She questioned how this project was done so 

quickly and why no one in the community was notified about it. 

 

Councilwoman Gunn asked if the fountain has a timer.  Mr. Michelson said, yes, the timer can 

program the fountain and its lighting.  The time is not running now as it was changed for the July 4th 

celebration with red, white and blue lighting but changed today to solid white.  The timing is to 

mimic the recreational park light schedule with the programming changed today to go off for the 

night at 10:00 PM.   
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Ms. Countryman asked the cost to move the fountain.  Councilwoman Buckel replied, new electrical 

will have to be run to move the fountain at a cost as the electric was not covered in the beautification 

grant.  Mr. Michelson informed the grant dollars strictly funded the purchase.  The electrical work 

was done through the Recreation Trust Fund with no municipal tax dollars were used to support this 

project.  When we spoke on your deck and on the telephone when I tried to set up a meeting with you 

and the residents, I informed the electrical portion of the project was coordinated with electrical 

improvements that were already scheduled to be done at the Lake regardless of the installation of the 

fountain. 

 

Councilwoman Gunn stated there is a cove in the lake on the other side of the dock where there are 

no homes facing the lake and asked if the fountain could be moved.  Ms. Countryman said they could 

move the fountain anywhere they want as along as it’s not in her backyard.  Councilwoman Buckel 

stated, we were trying to keep it at a low cost as were able to use grant monies as this will benefit the 

lake being much of the Borough’s stormwater runs into Lake Lefferts.  

 

Ms. Countryman states she’s seen an increase in public use of the area since the fountain has gone up 

and feels there may be an incident.  Mr. Michelson replied, though he can’t speak for the Governing 

Body, it is the desire to ensure that we offer recreational opportunities to our residents and is pleased 

to hear more people are taking advantage of the gem of our community.   

 

Janilee Yanny, 6 Wyckoff Street, Matawan.  Ms. Yanny thanked Council for their good deeds and 

many improvements.  She acknowledged Ms. Countryman’s comments stating Matawan is building 

the identity as a town with a history of hosting events explaining that history as proof as the ever-

increasing membership of our ever-expanding Historical Society.  Ms. Yanny’s concern with the 

fountain is its resemblance to a geyser which commercializes the Lake.  It interferes with that serene, 

rural, old-fashioned look of the lake. Aeration helps with algae picking up contaminates but works 

best in ponds or places of stagnant water.  The fountain may be more beneficial in the cove which 

runs up Ravine Drive.  The Milfoil lakeweed is predominantly the noxious lake vegetation and the 

fountain will not help with that.  Councilwoman Gunn said though we have not treated the lake 

vegetation in some time we look into the cause and notify residents of any proposed treatment.  Mr. 

Michelson related the process of hydro raking. 

 

Margaret O’Connor, 11 Wyckoff Street, Matawan.  Ms. O’Connor requested clarification as to why 

the Borough will notify residents of lake treatments but not the installation of the fountain.  

Councilwoman Buckel replied the spraying of vegetation is different from that of notifying residents 

when we put a new paddle boat in the lake.  Ms. O’Connor states the light is intrusive into the 

lakefront homes.  The lack of transparency and the speed of the installation were not addressed 

tonight.  Why are grant monies being used without a need present.  Councilman Ross reiterated Mr. 

Michelson’s comments on prevention.  Ms. O’Connor asks Council to investigate the option of 

moving the fountain. 

  

Mayor Altomonte summarized investigate the option and cost of moving the fountain. 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the Privilege of the Floor.  Councilwoman Gunn made 

the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed. 
 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to Adjourn.  Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, seconded 

by Councilwoman Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:58 PM. 

 

 

 

Karen Wynne 
_____________________________ 

Karen Wynne, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 


