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Borough of Matawan 

Workshop Session 

November 7, 2018 

 

 

 

regular meeting of the Council of the Borough of Matawan, New Jersey, was held at the 

Matawan Municipal Community Center, 201 Broad Street, Matawan, New Jersey on November 

7, 2018 with Mayor Joseph Altomonte presiding.  Pursuant to Section 5 of the Open Public 

Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by publishing notification in 

The Independent on March 15, 2018, by sending notice to the Asbury Park Press, and by 

posting.  A copy of said notice is and has been made available to the public and is on file in the 

Office of the Borough Clerk.  A copy of said notice has also been sent to such members of the 

public as have requested such information in accordance with the Statute.  Mayor Altomonte 

called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM, requesting a roll call. 

 

On roll call the following members responded present: 

 

Yes:  Councilman Nicolas Reeve 

Councilwoman Josi Salvatore 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brett Cannon  

  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 

Councilman David Vergaretti 

 

Also present were Louis Ferrara, Borough Administrator and Gavin Madigan, Esq., on behalf of 

Borough Attorney, Pasquale Menna. 

 

Mayor Altomonte asked everyone to stand for a Salute to the Flag. 

 

Mayor Altomonte asked everyone to stand for a Moment of Silence and keep in their thoughts 

the victims of the recent mass shootings. 

 

Mayor Altomonte announced Resolutions 18-11-09 and 18-11-10 will be added to the Agenda. 

 

Presentation of Winners for the 2019 Recycling Calendar Litter Campaign Contest 
 

Mayor Altomonte and Grace Rainforth, Borough of Matawan, Recycling Coordinator, 

introduced and presented First Place Winner, Youstina Soliman, with a Certificate of Award 

and a Barnes & Noble gift card. 

 

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation Kathleen A. Odell 
 

Mayor Altomonte and Councilman Vergaretti introduced retiring Shade Tree Secretary, 

Kathleen A. Odell presenting her with a Certificate of Appreciation. 

 

Privilege of the Floor for Agenda Items Only 

 

Mayor Altomonte opened the Privilege of the Floor for Agenda Items Only.   

 

There were no comments.  

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the Privilege of the Floor for Agenda Items Only.  

Councilwoman Salvatore made the motion, seconded by Councilman Cannon.  Council agreed.  

Motion passed. 

 

2018 Best Practices Inventory 

 

Mr. Ferrara explained the State of New Jersey requires each municipality to perform a Best 

Practices Inventory which is a test that includes around 50-60 questions.  It is a financial 

document and a municipality must score at least 20 ‘yes’ answers in order to maintain State aid.  

A 
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The Borough passes it every year and did so again this year.  The Inventory will be submitted 

for approval by the State.   

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to accept the 2018 Best Practices Inventory.  Coucilman 

Reeve made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Salvatore.  Mayor Altomonte requested a 

roll call. 

 

Yes:  Councilman Nicolas Reeve 

Councilwoman Josi Salvatore 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brett Cannon  

  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 

Councilman David Vergaretti 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to approve the minutes of the October 16, 2018 Council 

Meeting.  Councilwoman Buckel made a motion, seconded by Councilwoman Gunn.  Council 

agreed.  Motion passed. 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolutions 18-11-01 through and including 18-11-05, 

requesting a motion to approve en masse.   Councilwoman Salvatore made the motion, 

seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Mayor Altomonte requested a voice vote.  Council agreed.  

Motion passed. 

 
RESOLUTION 18-11-01 

REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 

TRYSTONE CAPITAL ASSETS, LLC 

CERTIFICATE #17-00075 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Matawan Tax Collector has reported that Tax Sale Certificate #17-00075 

was sold to Trystone Capital Assets, LLC, PO Box 1030, Brick, NJ   08723; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Certificate has been paid and fully redeemed for the property owner, Block 113, Lot 2, 

otherwise known as 7 Elm Place. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Matawan, that they hereby 

authorize payment in the amount of $6,473.94, and a Premium of $1,300.00, to the above for the redemption of Tax 

Sale Certificate #17-00075. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified true copy of this resolution is forwarded to the Borough’s 

Tax Collector and Treasurer. 

 

RESOLUTION 18-11-02 

REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT DUE TO TAX APPEAL 

SPRING DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC 

BLOCK 47.02, LOT 13 
 

WHEREAS, a State Tax Board Judgment has been favorably awarded to Spring Development Group, 

LLC, Block 47.02, Lot 13, for the fiscal years 2014, 2015, and 2016; and 

 

WHEREAS, such judgment has resulted in an overpayment of property taxes in the amount of $1,741.28, 

$1,063.92 and $1,072.08, respectively; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Council of the Borough of Matawan, County of 

Monmouth, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the Borough Treasurer to issue a check in the amount of 

$3,877.28 for said overpayment of property taxes, to the property owner’s representative.   
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following Borough of Matawan Departments:  Finance, Tax Collector as well as the Property Owner. 

 

RESOLUTION 18-11-03 

APPROVAL OF  NEW TAXI DRIVER LICENSE 

NOEMI B. FLORES CASIQUE 
 

WHEREAS, Noemi B. Flores Casique, has passed the required Police Department background checks; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Noemi B. Flores Casique, has filed the proper documentation with the Borough Clerk’s 

office. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Matawan that they hereby 

approve the following new taxi driver license: 

 

Applicant: Noemi B. Flores Casique 

   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following:  Clerk, Police as well as Applicant.   

 

RESOLUTION 18-11-04 

RELEASE OF ESCROW FUNDS 

ERIC ALVAREZ 

6 NORTHFIELD ROAD – BLOCK 102, LOT 6 

 

WHEREAS, Eric Alvarez has requested the release of the balance on his escrow account for the property 

located at 6 Northfield Road – Block 102, Lot 6 – Matawan, New Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Certificate of Occupancy has been issued by the Borough of Matawan Construction 

Official and no outstanding issue or billing remain. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Council of the Borough of Matawan hereby approves the 

release of all remaining escrow in the account to Eric Alvarez for 6 Northfield Road – Block 102, Lot 6 – 

Matawan, New Jersey. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following Borough of Matawan Departments:  Clerk, Construction, Finance as well as Eric Alvarez. 

 

RESOLUTION 18-11-05 

RELEASE OF ESCROW FUNDS 

ROBERT & LUANNE PHILLIPS 

92 ONYX PLACE – BLOCK 123, LOT 1 
 

WHEREAS, Robert and Luanne Phillips have requested the release of the balance on their escrow 

account, Block 123, Lot 1, otherwise known as 92 Onyx Place, Matawan, New Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 30, 2017 Robert and Luanne Phillips posted total escrow in the amount of Seven 

Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($750.00) in association with an application for an in-ground swimming pool; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer and Borough of Matawan Construction Office have certified any and 

all outstanding issues and billing have been satisfied, and have recommended the release of all remaining escrow. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Council of the Borough of Matawan hereby approves the 

release of all remaining escrow in the account to Robert and Luanne Phillips for 92 Onyx Place – Block 123, Lot 1 

– Matawan, New Jersey. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following Borough of Matawan Departments:  Clerk, Construction, Finance, as well as the Borough Engineer and 

Robert and Luanne Phillips. 

 

New Business 
 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolution 18-11-06:  Approving Unused Vacation for the Year 

2018 – Police Officer Andrew Marsala.  Councilwoman Salvatore made the motion, seconded 
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by Councilwoman Buckel.  Mayor Altomonte requested a roll call vote.  A roll call vote was 

taken. 

 

Yes:  Councilman Nicolas Reeve 

Councilwoman Josi Salvatore 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brett Cannon  

  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 

Councilman David Vergaretti 

 

Motion passed. 

 
RESOLUTION 18-11-06 

APPROVING UNUSED VACATION FOR THE YEAR 2018 

POLICE OFFICER ANDREW MARSALA 

 

 WHEREAS, Resolution 18-06-22 approved Police Officer Andrew Marsala of the Borough of Matawan 

Police Department request for Extended Sick Leave; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Andrew Marsala has requested Council approval to carry over the remaining unused 

portion balance as of October 27, 2018 per the Police Department attendance records, 132 unused 2018 vacation 

hours, which is equal to 11 (twelve hour shift) days, and 2 Personal Days into the year of 2019; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Council of the Borough of Matawan hereby approves 

Andrew Marsala’s request to carry over 11 (twelve hour shift) days, and 2 Personal Days into the year 2019.   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following Borough of Matawan Departments:  Administration, Clerk, Finance, Payroll, Police as well as Andrew 

Marsala. 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by Ordinance 18-20:  Amending and Supplementing the Code of the 

Borough of Matawan Chapter II – Administration Section 2-63 – Length of Service Awards 

Program for Volunteer Firefighters (LOSAP), Section 2-63.3 Matawan Borough Volunteer Fire 

Department.  Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to introduce.  Councilwoman Gunn made 

the motion, seconded by Councilman Cannon.  Council agreed.  Mayor Altomonte requested a 

roll call.  A roll call vote was taken. 

 
Yes: Councilman Nicolas Reeve 

Councilwoman Josi Salvatore 
Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 
Councilman Brett Cannon  

 Councilwoman Deana Gunn 
Councilman David Vergaretti 
 

Motion passed. 

 

The Clerk announced the Public Hearing will be held at 7:00 PM on December 4, 2018. 

 
ORDINANCE 18-20 

AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF MATAWAN 

CHAPTER II – ADMINISTRATION SECTION 2-63 – LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARDS 

PROGRAM FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS (LOSAP), SECTION 2-63.3 MATAWAN 

BOROUGH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 

WHEREAS, on August 19, 2003, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan adopted a LOSAP 

Program in an effort to recognize the efforts of the Borough of Matawan Volunteer Fire Department and to 

recognize its exemplary service to the residents of the Borough of Matawan, as well as to encourage new members 

and retain existing members; and, 
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 WHEREAS, as a consequence of on-going reviews of the LOSAP Program, it has been recommended to 

the Mayor and Council by the Matawan Volunteer Fire Department that the credits with respect to the 

participation in the LOSAP be reviewed and amended; and, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Matawan that Chapter II, 

Section 2-63.3 – Matawan Borough Volunteer Fire Department LOSAP Point Schedule is hereby amended and 

supplemented by the attached Schedule A. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of 

this ordinance shall be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any section, paragraph, subsection, sentence, clause or provision of 

this Ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision 

clause or provision so adjudged and the remainder of the ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, the provisions of this Ordinance may be remunerated for the purposes 

of codifications. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, 

approval and publication as required by law. 

 

Schedule A 

Matawan Borough Volunteer Fire Department 

LOSAP Point Schedule 

 

Point Payout Scale 
$1,150 per year 80 Points 

$   750 per year 60 Points 

$   500 per year 40 Points 

 

Longevity (10 years plus) 

Per year  1 Point 

 

Fire Calls (max 50 points) 

60 Percent 50 Points 

50 Percent 45 Points 

40 Percent 40 Points 

30 Percent 35 Points 

20 Percent 30 Points 

 

Drills (max 24 points) 

Company Drills (per drill) 2 Points 

Department Drills (per drill) 2 Points 

 

Meetings (max 20 points) 
Company Meeting 1 Point 

Board of Fire Officers Meeting 1 Point 

 

State Chiefs Meeting (max 2) 
Per Meeting 1 Point 

 

Relief Association (max 5) 
Representatives (per meeting)     1 Point 

Trustees (per meeting)      1 Point 

President 5 Points 

Vice-President 2 Points  

Secretary  5 Points 

Treasury  5 Points    

   

Training (max 20 points) 

8 Hours 2 Points 

12 Hours 3 Points 

16 Hours 4 Points 

20 Hours 5 Points 

Every 4 hours over 20  1 Point 
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Positions 
 

Company 
Chief 25 Points 

Captain 15 Points 

Lieutenant 10 Points 

Engineer 10 Points 

Assistant Engineer    5 Points 

President 10 Points 

Vice President   5 Points 

Secretary 10 Points 

Treasurer 10 Points 

Trustee   5 Points 

Board of Fire Officers Representative                                     10 Points 

 

Department 
President 10 Points 

Vice President   5 Points 

Secretary/Treasurer 10 Points 

Assistant Secretary 10 Points 

Purchasing Agent 25 Points 

LOSAP Committee 1 Point Per Meeting-Max - 6 

LOSAP Manager 25 Points 

Safety Officer 10 Points 

Medical/Insurance Manager 25 Points 

 

Other (max 12 points) 
Standby per event min of 4 hours 1 Point 

Parade and Memorial per event     1 Point 

Convention Delegate per meeting (max 3 points) 1 Point 

Hydrant Snow Removal per event 1 Point 

Fire Police per event 1 Point 

 

Time in Service 
No more than 10 years 

Must be exempt member or meet the residency Standards 

Live member or Minimum of 20% of calls for each year credited 

Must be documented by company records 

 

Cost of Living 
If an active volunteer member meets the year of active service requirement, a LOSAP must provide a benefit 

between the minimum contribution of $100 and a maximum contribution of $1,150.  While the maximum amount is 

set by statute, once a LOSAP is adopted, if authorized by the enabling referendum it is subject to periodic increases 

that are tied to the consumer price index (NJSA 40A:14-185f).  The Division annually certifies the permitted 

maximum amount. 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolution 18-11-07: Payment of Bills.  Councilman Reeve 

made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Salvatore.  Mayor Altomonte requested a roll call 

vote.  A roll call vote was taken. 

 

Yes:  Councilman Nicolas Reeve 

Councilwoman Josi Salvatore 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brett Cannon  

  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 
 Councilman David Vergaretti 

 

Motion passed. 

 
RESOLUTION 18-11-07 

PAYMENT OF BILLS  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan, New Jersey. That the 

following numbered vouchers be paid to the persons therein respectively and hereinafter named, for the amounts 
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set opposite their respective names, and endorsed and approved on said vouchers and that warrants be issued 

therefore, directed to the Borough Collector signed by the Mayor and attested by the Borough Clerk as required by 

law. 

 

Current $3,275,328.39 

Water & Sewer $462,162.50 

Borough Capital $179,706.52 

Water Capital $19,030.60 

Grant $763.33 

Borough Trust $51,919.21 

Developers Escrow Account $4,553.00 

Dog Tax Trust $1,682.33 

Railroad Parking Trust $11,500.00 

Recreation Trust $425.00 

Unemployment $15,761.67 

 

Total $4,022,832.55 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following Borough of Matawan Departments:  Finance as well as the Borough Auditor. 

 

Privilege of the Floor 
 

Mayor Altomonte opened the Privilege of the Floor.   

 

There were no comments. 

 

Councilman Cannon took the opportunity to congratulated Councilpersons Reeve and Vergaretti 

stating he spoke on behalf of the rest of the Council, Mayor, and the residents of Matawan 

stating he knows both will do a terrific job over the next two years.   

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the Privilege of the Floor.  Councilwoman Gunn 

made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Cannon.  Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 

Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolution 18-11-09: Authorizing T&M Associates to Provide 

Professional Services for 2018 Road Program.  Councilman Reeve made the motion, seconded 

by Councilman Cannon.  Mayor Altomonte requested a roll call vote.  A roll call vote was 

taken. 

 

Yes:  Councilman Nicolas Reeve 

Councilwoman Josi Salvatore 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brett Cannon  

  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 
 Councilman David Vergaretti 

 

Motion passed. 

 
RESOLUTION 18-11-09 

AUTHORIZING T&M ASSOCIATES 

TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR  

2018 ROAD PROGRAM 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan received the attached Scope and Fee 
Estimate from T&M Associates for professional services for professional engineering design, permitting, 
construction administration and inspection services associated with the 2018 Road Program. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Matawan does hereby 
award the contract for professional services to T&M Associates associated with the 2018 Road Program as 
outlined in the attached Scope and Fee Estimate in an amount not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty Seven Thousand 
Three Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($257,350.00). 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Matawan that the Mayor be and is 

hereby authorized as signatory on behalf of the Borough of Matawan. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following Borough of Matawan Departments:  Administration, Clerk, Finance, Public Works as well as Robert R. 

Keady, Jr. of T&M Associates. 
 

CERTIFICATION AS TO AVAILABLE FUNDING 
 

I, Monica Antista, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Matawan do hereby certify that as of the date 

of this certification funds are available from the Capital Budgets of the Borough of Matawan to T&M Associates 

for professional services associated with the 2018 Road Program for the Borough of Matawan in an amount not to 

exceed Two Hundred Fifty Seven Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($257,350.00). 

 

 This certification is based solely on the information encumbered into the financial records of the Borough 

by the appropriate using division as of this date and relies on the completeness of financial records. 

 

Chief Financial Officer 

 

(Signature on File) 

____________________________________ 

Monica Antista, CMFO 

Dated:  November 7, 2018 
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Mayor Altomonte read by title Resolution 18-11-10:  Authorizing Remington & Vernick 

Engineers to Provide Professional Services for 2018 Road Program.  Councilman Reeve made 

the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Mayor Altomonte requested a roll call vote.  

A roll call vote was taken. 

 

Yes:  Councilman Nicolas Reeve 

Councilwoman Josi Salvatore 

Councilwoman Stephanie Buckel 

Councilman Brett Cannon  

  Councilwoman Deana Gunn 
 Councilman David Vergaretti 

 

Motion passed. 

 
RESOLUTION 18-11-10 

AUTHORIZING REMINGTON & VERNICK ENGINEERS 

TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR 
2018 ROAD PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Matawan received the attached proposal from 

Remington & Vernick Engineers for professional services for professional engineering design, inspection and 
construction administration services associated with the 2018 Road Program. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Matawan does hereby 
award the contract for professional services to Remington & Vernick Engineers associated with the 2018 Road 
Program as outlined in the attached proposal in an amount not to exceed Three Hundred Sixty One Thousand 
Three Hundred Seventy Seven Dollars and Sixty Three Cents ($361,377.63). 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Matawan that the Mayor be and is 

hereby authorized as signatory on behalf of the Borough of Matawan. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a true certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the 

following Borough of Matawan Departments:  Administration, Clerk, Finance, Public Works as well as Terence 

Vogt of Remington & Vernick Engineers. 
 

CERTIFICATION AS TO AVAILABLE FUNDING 
 

I, Monica Antista, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Matawan do hereby certify that as of the date 

of this certification funds are available from the Capital Budgets of the Borough of Matawan to Remington & 

Vernick Engineers for professional services associated with the 2018 Road Program for the Borough of Matawan 

in an amount not to exceed Three Hundred Sixty One Thousand Three Hundred Seventy Seven Dollars and Sixty 

Three Cents ($361,377.63) 

 

 This certification is based solely on the information encumbered into the financial records of the Borough 

by the appropriate using division as of this date and relies on the completeness of financial records. 

 

Chief Financial Officer 

 

(Signature on File) 

____________________________________ 

Monica Antista, CMFO 

Dated:  November 7, 2018 



Page 18 of 23 

Borough of Matawan 

Workshop Session 

November 7, 2018 

 

 

 



Page 19 of 23 

Borough of Matawan 

Workshop Session 

November 7, 2018 

 

 

 



Page 20 of 23 

Borough of Matawan 

Workshop Session 

November 7, 2018 

 

 

 



Page 21 of 23 

Borough of Matawan 

Workshop Session 

November 7, 2018 

 

 

 



Page 22 of 23 

Borough of Matawan 

Workshop Session 

November 7, 2018 

 

 



Page 23 of 23 

Borough of Matawan 

Workshop Session 

November 7, 2018 

 

 

Privilege of the Floor 
 

Mayor Altomonte opened the Privilege of the Floor. 

 

There were no comments. 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to close the Privilege of the Floor.  Councilwoman Buckel 

made the motion, seconded by Councilman Cannon.  Council agreed.  Motion passed. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Mayor Altomonte requested a motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Gunn made the motion, 

seconded by Councilwoman Buckel.  Council agreed.  Motion passed.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:12 PM. 

 

 

 

 

(Signature on file) 

_______________________________ 

Karen Wynne, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 


