                   Unified Planning/Zoning Board of Adjustments Meeting

                                                February 5, 2007

The meeting was called to order by chairman, Ken Cassidy, and the pledge of allegiance recited.

Roll Call was taken with the following members present: Ms. Aufsesser, Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Duffy, Mr. Mendes, Mr. Mullaney, Mr. Olini, Ms. Rinear, and Mr. Shea. Ms. DeYoung was absent. The following alternates were present: Mr. Bunyon, Ms. Malanga, and Mr. Gallego. Mr. Sponder was absent. Mr. Bunyon would be voting as first alternate.

Ms. Rinear made a motion to approve the minutes from both January meetings and Mr. Shea second. The board voted with all in favor.

The first application was Mr. and Mrs. Guzman, Block 116 Lot 5

The board engineer/planner, Mr. White was sworn in. Mr. Adolfo Guzman and Mrs. Kimberly Guzman of 19 Weldon Rd Matawan were sworn in. The applicants stated they are converting their garage that they do not use, into a bedroom on the first floor for their handicapped child. They stated they have a very large driveway so they will have plenty of parking without the use of the garage.

Board questions: Mr. Mullaney asked about their denial on the application from September 1, 2006. They stated they moved in July and applied in August for a building permit. They had some variances issues and then just took a little time to re-apply. Mr. Gallego asked what else was on the first floor of the home now. They stated there were a kitchen, dining room, living room, family room and master bedroom. Mr. Duffy asked how many bathrooms were there. There is 1 1/2 on the first floor. Mr. Shea asked if there was already a bedroom there then why not convert that one instead of adding another one. The applicants stated they need to monitor their child so they need to be on the same floor. Also they cannot lift her anymore and the upstairs area is very small.

The public had no questions.

Mr. Mullaney made a motion to approve the application and Mr. Duffy second. The board voted with 9 members voting in favor.

The second applicant was Mr. and Mrs. Sharpe Block 13 Lot 3

The board engineer/planner, Mr. White was sworn in. Mary Gayle Sharpe and Allan Sharpe of 94 Ravine Drive Matawan were sworn in. They have a cement patio that they want to make a covered porch and a 3-season sunroom. They are not adding anything but just want to cover what is already there. Mr. Irene stated that they were coming before the board as per the zoning officer due to the property being on the corner and the setbacks on Ravine Drive and Cedar Streets. 

Board questions: Mr. Gallego asked if there were any bathrooms being added or added onto. The applicant said no, they were just replacing old fixtures. Mr. Shea confirmed that they were just covering the 12’8” area. The applicant stated yes-no change in area.

The public had no questions.

Ms. Rinear made a motion to approve the application and Mr. Mullaney second. The board voted with all 9 members in favor.

Other business:

Mr. Cassidy made a motion to accept Mr. Irene’s contract and Mr. Duffy second. The board voted with all 9 members in favor.

Mr. Cassidy stated that Mr. White’s contract was not ready at this time.

American Properties:

Mr. Cassidy recused himself from this matter and Mr. Mendes sat in as chairman. Mr. White also recused himself as his firm has had past involvement with the litigant. 

Mr. Irene explained that as he stated before, the court decided the settlement was fair and reasonable so now the board must make a decision on the master plan application. The judgment was on January 16, 2007 so within 45 days the board must have a hearing on this matter. Mr. Irene suggested that the next regular meeting on March 5, 2007 would be a good time to do that. The alternate board planner would have to be there and Mr. Irene already knows that Mr. Kniesler is available on March 5, 2007. Mr. Irene stated that he would also have time to do the notices that need to go out. He is making the request to set the hearing for March 5, 2007. Another note he made was that only the last paragraph is adjusted to include the settlement and reference and it has already been amended, this would just make it complete but nothing else was added to it.

Mr. Mendes made a motion to request to hear the American Properties issue on March 5, 2007 and Mr. Mullaney second. The board voted with all members voting in favor but with Mr. Cassidy recusing himself.

Mr. Cassidy said he just wanted to make something clear. He has heard rumors and residents have asked him if there are any approved plans for the old DMV property/building. He said at this time nothing has come before the board and nothing has been approved previously. Mr. Irene also made note that if anyone is saying that they are approved for anything, they would have to produce the resolutions with the approvals that they are suggesting were approved.

Ms. Rinear made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Mendes second with all members voting in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Cannon

Board Secretary

